
Message from the Principal 

 

Following a recent positive discussion with a parent over the 
school’s plans around a number of maters, I had been hoping 
to write much of what is included below much earlier this week, as I am certain 
that many of you will have similar questions. I can only apologise that it has 
taken until today to compose due to the hectic days that schools are currently 
experiencing.  

Plans for Parents’ Evenings 

Yesterday we sent out details to Yr12 and 13 parents of how we are going to 
deliver parents’ evening remotely. I appreciate that this is only a week before 
and I can only apologise that we were not able to communicate our plans soon-
er. We had been working on a video conferencing system that we thought 
would work within the Insight Platform that parents are familiar with. Late last 
week, it became clear when testing that we still had some gremlins in the sys-
tem, which we’d been working to resolve. We have worked tirelessly this week 
to get a separate system set up, as we really didn’t want to delay the parents’ 
evening. We will be using ‘School Cloud’, a system that many parents may al-
ready be familiar with. We hope you will agree it is a simple and easy solution 
and will allow for vital communication between school and home. Staff will be 
in school, with IT support on hand. Our sister school Bedminster Down had a 
really successful experience using this system last week and I thank you in ad-
vance for your patience with a new system. 

Live Lessons - Update 

Throughout Lockdown 1 and during this year we have (across the Trust) been 
looking at what kind of Live Lessons could we use when students are forced to 
self-isolate. We are trailing a number of methods; during Lockdown 1 we did 
run live lessons for Year 12; and we are trying to get to the position that this 
can continue and be rolled out further across other year groups with MSTeams.  

The challenge we face is around connectivity; both student (we are acutely 
aware that not all households have WiFi) and also our own school system; I 
know that one local school had to abandon live lessons as their infrastructure 
could not cope with the demand.  We also need to ensure we have the devices 
in and out of school – we are working on this, but have struggled with suppliers 
being able to fulfil the bulk order requests for items at a time of a national 
shortage. Of course, we are always looking at ways to improve, and we have 
been and continue to trial systems that would enable some element of live 
teaching for self-isolating students.  That is the challenge, when we only have 
some of the year group out. We have tried our best to follow the guidance 
from the DfE and keep students in school as much as is possible. Other institu-
tions may send the whole year group home or have a week in week out system 
– which is how their staff are then able to deliver both online and in class, as 
otherwise I am expecting staff to, in effect, double plan and deliver twice. We 
are looking at having the ability of students self-isolating to be able to dial in 
and listen to and watch the lesson. It really is not as simple as it sounds – and 
we really are looking at a system that will work for everyone and will endeav-
our to keep you updated. 

Matthew  Woodville  

Principal 
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Sixth Form Parent/Carer Evening:   
Thursday 26th November  

Key dates 

Issue 9????:   4th September 2020 

Covid 19  

Advice for parents 

Please be reminded that when  your 

child has been sent  home from school 

to self-isolate, due to a student in their 

bubble contracting Covid-19, they  

MUST NOT  leave their home.  This also 

means it is not safe to meet others who 

are also self-isolating, even if they share 

the same bubble at school. 

In the first instance you will be contact-

ed by the school followed up with a let-

ter sent via email  with further  details 

and a return to school date.  

Work  will be set on the student’s  

Insight account,.  Please email in-

sight@wellswayschool.com if you are 

experiencing problems. 

If we have not made contact  with you 

your  child will be expected to attend 

school as usual. 

If anyone in your household should 

develop symptoms you can organise a 

test via the NHS online portal  

https://www.nhs.uk/ask-for-a-coronavirus-test


Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening 
We are delighted to announce our virtual open evening is live on the Sixth Form 
website. Look out for our new courses for 2021.   
 
You will find a series of introductory videos, information on how to apply, along 
with subject information sheets that outline the course content and what stu-
dents enjoy about each subject. This may help you to pick your courses and con-
sider your aspirations for September 2021!   
 
Applications will be via Insight from 1st December until 11th December.   
 
If you have any questions, contact us via sixthform@wellswayschool.com and for 

future updates why not follow us on Twitter (@WellswaySixth).  
Mr A Littleboy 

Head of Sixth Form 

PLEASE BE CAREFUL AND  
CONSIDERATE WHEN WALKING 

AND CYCLING HOME FROM  
SCHOOL 

 
 

We know that the vast majority of 
Wellsway students are always ex-
tremely polite and respectful towards 
all members of the community when 
making their way to and from school 
each day. Unfortunately, we have re-
ceived a small number of reports from 
members of the public that they have 
witnessed Wellsway students behaving 
in an unacceptable manner and using 
inappropriate and offensive language. 
We would like parents support in rein-
forcing the message that we are also 
giving in school, that we expect all stu-
dents to be considerate and mindful 
on the way home. This is particularly 
important when walking along narrow 
pavements and pathways, as quite 
understandably, there will be those in 
the community who feel particularly 
anxious at present. With regards to 
students that cycle to and from school; 
please can we express the importance 
that students take care at all times to 
keep themselves and those around 
them safe, and furthermore we strong-
ly recommend that all students wear a 
bike helmet when cycling to and from 
school. We will continue to work with 

students in school on these key as-
pects and thank you for your con-
tinued support. 

UCAS Applications—Year 13 
Year 13 students have been busy preparing their personal statements, both in 
tutor and independently. Over the rest of this term, they will finalise their applica-
tion and submit it to UCAS.  
If students want support to consider their options for after post-16, they can still 
book an appointment with the Careers Hub.   

Mr A Littleboy 
Head of Sixth Form 

Sixth Form Parent/Carer Evening 
  The Sixth Form Parent/Carer evening will take place  
                                             on  
                            Thursday 26th November  
                                           from  
                                   4.00pm – 7.00pm.  
 
This event will use a new application called, ‘School 
Cloud’.   This application allows users to book  
appointments online and conduct appointments  
remotely via video communication.  
 
Full instructions have been sent to parents/carers of 
our sixth form students.   
 
These instructions are also available via the school 
website by clicking here  

https://www.wellswayschool.com/sixthform/
mailto:sixthform@wellswayschool.com
https://www.wellswayschool.com/parent-carer/#parents-and-carers-evenings


 

 
Wellsway School Careers Hub  

 
Sixth Form block next to room M32 

Open to ALL STUDENTS 
To book an appointment, ask a question or enquire about  

careers, email: amillard@wellswayschool.com 
or pop in  

Monday—Thursday  8.45am—3.00pm 
 

We are now listing all upcoming events and careers news on the Wellsway 
School website, which you can access  here  

Music News 

 
As you will be well aware, our usual rehearsals for a Christmas Concert have been put on hold due to current re-
strictions.  However we are hoping to record a few pieces to create an online Christmas Concert which you will all be able to 
access in the final week of term.  Every student in Year 7 and 8 has been learning a song on the ukulele in their Music lesson 
which, if they wish to be in the Christmas Concert, they can perform for the online video.   

 
Our Year 8 performance of Feliz Navidad will be recorded on Thursday 3rd December in Mendip Hall 3.15pm - 4.15pm.  All 
Year 8s wishing to take part in the recording will need to go to M04 at the end of the school day where we shall meet them.   

 
Our Year 7 performance of Lava will be recorded on Thursday 10th December, 3.15pm-4.15pm.  All Year 7s wishing to take 
part in the recording will need to go to M15 at the end of the school day where we shall meet them.  Lots of students have 
expressed an interest in taking part in this and it's important students give their name to their music teacher, during their les-
son, if they intend to take part in this event.  We're really looking forward to welcoming Year 7 and 8 to an after-school re-
hearsal and showcasing their brilliant work.    
 
Finally, our Year 9-13 Chamber Choir and Brass Ensemble (invite only) will recorded on Monday 14th December 3.15pm -
4.15pm.  These year groups need to go to their usual meeting place at the end of the school day.  Chamber Choir and Brass 
Ensemble rehearsals should resume from 3rd December onwards.  Please note that this is all dependent on the Government 
lifting the current restrictions on Wednesday 2nd December.  Meanwhile, all students in Year 7 and 8 have been sent the mu-
sic via their messages on Insight - so if your child has an instrument you might hear some practising at home.  Students are 
welcome to bring in tinsel in order to decorate their ukulele! 
 
If you wish for your child to learn an instrument in January please click on the following link for further information.  
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BANESMSAutumnLessons2020 

https://www.wellswayschool.com/assets/uploads/files/Docs/Sixth-Form/Ammonite%20Update%20%2020.11.20.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/BANESMSAutumnLessons2020


The Big Anti Bullying  

           Assembly 
Antibullying week 

This week was national anti-bullying week. To promote this message within 
school we chose antibullying to be the theme of Burnett's Community Action. 
Due to COVID  
restrictions, students could not take part in fundraising actives. Instead, they 
spent time learning about The Diana Award and their work to fight bullying. 
Students in year 7, 8 and 9 took part in two sessions where they watched The 
Big Antibully  
Assembly delivered by celebrities and reflected on the  
assembly's message of standing against bullying. 
 
PSHE 

During PSHE sessions this term, years 7 to 10 will be  
focusing on the theme of Celebrating Differences. Year 11 will be fo-
cusing on the theme Being Me. The tutor time sessions this week 
covered the below content.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mrs Joseph 
Teacher of Science and Psychology and PSHE Subject Lead 

Year 7 Challenging attitudes and influences 

Year 8 Inequality 

Year 9 Understanding difference 

Year10 Equality in the workplace 

Year 11 Relationships and the law 

Wellsway Library Delivery Service 
To make sure students are able to keep borrowing books from the library, there is now a delivery service,   
where students can pick up the books they have ordered and drop off returns. 
 
To choose a book go to the Reading Cloud tab on RM Unify, which has our library catalogue to view.   
No password required, but put in the school you attend in the School prompt box and then email   
Library@wellswayschool.com with a request.(Please use your school email for this.) 
 

If you have a library book from before lockdown, please could you  return this to one of  the pickup points.  Thank you. 
 

Pick up points: 
 Year 7  Monday at 10.35-10.55 in Quantock Foyer. 
 Year 8 Tuesday at 12.25-12.55 in Mendip Foyer. 
 Year 9 Wednesday at 1.35 – 2.05 in Claverton Foyer. 
 Year 10 Thursday at 10.05-10.25 in the Library. 
 Year 11 Monday at 11.05-11.25 in L31. 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Mrs L Youle , Librarian 

mailto:Library@wellswayschool.com

